





Metal Types and Finishes

Metal type plays a crucial role in the design of your piece—not only for its appearance but also for the value, durability and any maintenance
required to keep it lustrous. This chart describes the characteristics of the most common metal types and finishes.

18 KARAT GOLD GOLD FILLED Gold-filled metals are available in yellow and rose an
18-karat gold contains 75% gold and 25% alloyed metals deliver karat gold at a more affordable cost than solid
and it provides a richer-yellow color than 14K. gold. 14/20 gold-filled material is made with 14-karat

bonded to a base-metal core. The gold represents 1/-
the total weight of the material.

14 KARAT YELLOW

&9('&?& gold is 58% gold and 42% alloyed metaks|petp F1LLED

provides the classic yellow gold color Silver-filled chain offers your customers the bright wh

finish of sterling at a very affordable price. 1/10 silver
:OLD metal features sterling silver bonded to a base-metal
Whlte gold is an alloy of gold and at least one white metal, and is no less than 10% sterling silver.

usually nickel, manganese or palladium. The purjty af-whit
gold is given in karats. Most chain is 14K. BASE METAL

14 KARAT WHITE G

Base metal, such as copper, brass, and bronze is ide
mixed-metal, alternative materials designs and are of
used for plating. Most copper chain is raw and will pa
over time; to maintain the desired color, or to prevent
discoloration on skin, a lacquer can be used.

ARGENTIUM® SILVEfRde with a touch of germanium, Argentium® Silver
presents a bright white color that is closer to fine silver than
traditional sterling, yet is extremely slow to tarnish-under

iti PLATED
most conditions. Many chains are electroplated with other metals to
92.5% silver and 7.5% copper. It is more durable than pure brighten finish.

silver but can tarnish if exposed to oils in the skin-as-well-as
contaminants in the air.

Common Selling Units for Chain
b |

When purchasing chain you should consider what units the chain is sold in. At Rio we offer pre-cut finished chain, by the foot or inch and bulk
spools; each has its advantages depending on the type of work you are doing.

Pre Cut Bulk Spools

Pre-cut chains are finished with a clasp and offered in most Buying bulk spools (10, 20, 50, or 250-ft. lengths), when available, is
standard lengths. Bracelet lengths (commonly 7") are also availablean economical choice and can help ensure that you have whatever
in several styles. length you need on hand when you need it. With bulk chain, you

must select a clasp and allow for the work steps necessary to
attach it to your chain. Selecting your own clasp can add greater
customization to your finished design.

By the Foot or Inch
You have the option of ordering some chain by the foot
(silver and base metals) or by the inch (gold). You can purchase

the amount you need for your current project or forecast what Special Orders
you'll need over a period of time and purchase at your If you're looking for a large quantity of chain, a specialty length of
best price break. finished chain or a style you don’'t see on our website, we will do our

best to special order it for you. Give us a call at 800-545-6566 or emalil
us at info@riogrande.com to request a quote.

Soldered vs. Unsoldered

Most precious metal chain has links that are soldered together.
This strengthens the chain by closing the links so that gaps won't
form and cause the chain to break. Some chain, cannot be easily
soldered and therefore the links are left open. Unsoldered chains
should be used with care and you must make sure links are
substantial enough to handle typical wear and pendant weight
without stretching. Soldered Unsoldered

Give us a call at 800.545.6566 and talk to one of our experts.
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